MATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

BURPRIVING AND IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

As the most significant part of a letter is some-
tisies found in its postseript, so it is certain that
the wost import ot and interesting part of the
spcech made st New York on Tuesday last by the
Hon. MoNTGOMsRY BLAIR, the late Postmaster
General, was thrown into a parenthesis. That pa-
renthesis coutained the following picce of movdl
information :

Alluding to the fact thst Mr. Vallandigham,
atter having opposed the nomination of Gen. Me-
Clcllan, when bLe found himself outvoted, as is
uenal with the leader of the minority in such
bedice, hud moved that the nomination of Gen.
MUl llun should be made unanimous, Mr. BLalg
Al : !

“On Lis molion, every voice that bad been raised to fory
ugrinrt the nomination of MeClellaa was silenced, and the
vote in bis favor made unanimous. There was a potent
spell 10 bis vojee that made * a cessation of hostilities,' ‘&
Conveition of the States,’ of course as equals and inde-
perdent, und & guond im ebiel of the Federal army—(ove
whom to the Jast I believed to be true to the cause in
which his eruntry 18 embarked, and, T may add, whom the
Presidint held to be patriotic, and had concerted with Gen
Grant to bring again into the filld as his adjunct, if he
turned his back em the proposals of the peace junto at
Chicoge)=—tolend the last ssesult pressed by the Southérn
eun=pir tors, eunntensueed by foreign Powers, aguinst the
ioe itutions of the conotry.”

From tlis extracrdieary statement we learn that
the Piesident had arranged ‘with Gen. Grant to
biivg Gen MeClellan again into the field as his
“edjunct,” provided the latter should decline the
pon ination of the Chiesgo Convention.

We wish the whole American people to ponder
this statemint and mark its significance. They will
leeyo from this puolicannouncement, made by & gen-
tlewan who, as a member of Mr. Lincolu’s Cabivet,
has shared his coufidince in an unsurpassed de-
gree, tuut both the President and Gen. Grant have
full cot filenee in Gen. McClellan’s wilitary capa-
city, ivsomuch that ichad been “concerted” between
My Liccolnand the Lieutenant General that Gen.
Mot ! Lan sheuld be the “adjunet’” of the latrer.
shey will further lesrn from this extraordinary
spoouncement that the Presidect has no objections
to Uen. MeClellan save such as spring from the
pesition of pulitical rivalry into wbich the latfer
hes bpen brought by the Chicago Convention. If
Goo, MeClellan had been willing to renocunce the
pcwination conferred by that body, he would have
bccn immediately thereupon a good enough Gene-
el to be the “adjunoct” of Gen. Grant in his diffi-
cult and respcnsible duties. -

# fier this statement we shall hope to hear no
rc llections on the military eapacity of Gen. McClel-
lsn from any friend of President Linecoln; for
a1y such reflections gan only imply that the Presi-
d ut, iu bis satisfaction at getting quit of a dreaded
p-lidoal rival, would have been willing to put an
ir ¢ wpotent cfficer in command of the lives of our
8 ldicis snd of the military fortunes of the Re-
When the statement is locked at in all
t e espocts it opens to the candid and patriotio
niud, we groatly mistake the character of the
Awerican people if it does not produce & profound
irapression on the country. It is as significant as
it is surprising. The friends of truth and of
justice, equally with the friends of Gen. Me-
Cliilan, cught to be grateful to Mr. Bliir for the
a:d he hes brouzht to them, by scattering at a sin-
gle whiff of s brearh the clond of detraction with
which, for political purpeses, it has been sought to
obscure the military reputation of Gen. » ¢Clellan,

We should not omit to add that we had several
woeks 2go sn intimation of the proposition made
by the President to Gen. MeClellan under this
beid, and which Mr. Montgomery Blair has now
pabl sied tothe world and confirmed by the autho-
rity of his name. We hed no doubt at the time
of the authenticity of the statements which then
e:me to our knowledge, but we ware unv;rilling to
give them currency ustil they had assumed a
ghape entirdly trusiworthy. The intimation to
which we refer, confirmed as it was by some other
s urces of knowledge on the subject, appeared in
a New York jouroal under date of lust August
4th, haviog boen commvpicated to that jourpal
by its correspondent in this city. TFle wrote as
follsws :

“* You hr.v-lahea-*y adsised your raaders that Fraok
Eluir, senior, bad been in New York, but that nothing bhas
tranepired yel as ty bis mission. That secret I now
bive. It appenars that his miesion was tor the purpose of
v eing Gen. McClellan, und the report that be brings back

w not juet what he deviced. Mr Blair fuund, on his arrival
i New York, that MeUlellan and wife we:e stopping with

pablie.

afrend oo Lhrogg's Neck, in Westehester county. He
irimedately p ated off to see bim ; but on his arrival there
fds Mra. MeClellan, who iofurms bim that the Geoeral
was 0 the city that day. After ascertaining where he

could get trace of him he retraces bis steps, aod sncceeds
in obtvuing so interview with ¢ Little Maso' at two P.
M, o siun private office down tomn.  After exebanging
the usunl compl mente of tie day Mr. Bisir, senior, pro
cetn (o business, and ioforms Gen MeClellsn * that bis
» irices are e ded in the field, and that if be will sddress
tisither the Pieaident or bimsell satating that he
political #apirntions, and thut he will not allow his
i b used at the Chiesgo Coovention, he (the Presi-

& ol

o
d

Liowil give im ( MeCledan) an impnrm.t command at
o Ihis mny oot have beeo the precise wording of
Br bisics sintements in every particular; but it ia the pre
€ s intstance vud purport of e statement. Gen, Me(Clele
bn's tepy war just such as an indiguant man of his ability
Would gige woeuch w proposition, As s matter of courss
he e pudinted making sny bar,aios snd refosed to wrile
Buy such ‘sttess butit s sad that he intimated that he,
an niliiney offi er, wan under the orders of the FPresident,
aud il toe latter ordered Lim to take the field he would
Bave 10 Or resign

Y e reru b of all thin ie that Mr Ba -
eid diy bad . tete of wind. He den]ln::-: l:.l:tr?:d‘:,r_'ﬂ?ld;
Lo g ve MeUleilan & command uniess s agrecs not 1o allew
Lis nnue o be used; lor lhnll.wm b cquivalegt to the :d
Lot alion teking every thivg back. iuat they ba o dope
vpainsl vim, sud scknowledgiog to the world hat they
viere nll wrong in r moving bim snd treating bim s “‘i"}

-

THE MARYLAND CONVENTION AND ITS WORR.

'We bave already, in more ways than one, called
the attention of our readers to the illegal assump-
tions of power exercised by the Maryland Conven-
tion for the purpose of securing the adoption of
the new Constitation recently framed by it, and
ordered to be submitted to only s portion of the
people for their ratification or rejection. As such
usurpation cannot be perpetrated in onme BState
without injury to the cause of constitutionsl jus-
tice in every State of the Union, we recur to the
topio agein for the purpose of placing in & clear
light some of the fundamental principles of free
government infrioged by the anomalous proceed-
ings of the majority of the Jonvention.

Tt is known that the Convention, instead of pro-
vidiog for the popular submission of their work,
sccording to the statutes which regulate the elec-
tive franchise under the existing Constitution of
Maryland, has assumed the right to alter and
abolish those regulations, and to substitute for
them certain regulations which form a part of the
projected (onstitution—an instrument as yet
wholly without any binding suthority, and which
is professedly submitted to the people for the pur-
‘pose of testing their wish whether it ever shall
have any binding authority on the people. But,
by an anomaly as revoluticnary in practice as it
is absurd in theory, the Convention antedate the
subn ission of their work to the popular ord2al so
far 85 to assume that a part of the new Constitu-
tion is nlready the fundamental law of the State,
overriding the existing Constitution, and displac-
ing the existing regulations in the matter of the
elective franchise. This is done in the first
plice, by imposing restrictions on the right of
suffrage which are not authorized by the pre-
sent Constitution and laws of the State; and,
secondly, by extending that . right to others,
(soldiers in the fild,) without any power to do
o under the present Constitution and laws of the
State. Though the members of the Convention
were bound by their caths to support the existiog
Constitution in the act of framing a new one for
the people, they have assumed in this respeet a
right 1o alter and modify its provisions aceording
to their own rotions.

The existing Constitution secures to every citizen
of Maryland the right to votein the district where
he resides. Lt says he ¢ shall be entitled to vote.”
And the Legislature of the State has passed cer-
tain regulations, which, so far as they are in con-
furmity with the Constitution, are the only rules
by which the judges of the election can suffer
themselves to be guided in any election held under
the present Constitution. This statement is so
axiomatic that it does not need any demonstration.
Nobody will contest its truth. If it needcd any
affirmance it could be stundantly found in the re-
cent Listory of Maryland. We will briefly re-trace
it, not for the bencfic of intelligent readers, but for
the ‘confusion of those who have undertaken to
trample on the most primary principles of popular
government ss regulated by const.tutions and laws.
While Gen. Dix was in command of the Military
Department within which Maryland was then em-
braced, he received a request from the inspectors of
the election at New Windsor, in Carroll eounty, ask-
ing him to issue a proclamation preseribing to voters
as a condition of exercising the elective franchise
thet they should take an oath to support the Con-
stitution of the United States. There certainly
could be no objeotion to the imposition of suchan
oath, if preseribed by competent authority— but
what did Gen. Dix reply? We cite from his an-
swer to the superserviceable inspectors as follows :

‘* Headguarters Deparrment of Pennsyleania,
* Baltimore, ( Md.) November 1, 1261.

“GENTLEMEN : I tnve received your letter of the 29(h
ultimo, a+king me to issue a proclamation authoriziog you
t administer to all persons of doubtful loyslty who offer
their votes at the a;pronching election, an cath to support
tae Constl ution of toe United Siates. I 1 had the power
I would most eheerlully do go, for ro one who is false $o
the Government ought to be allowed to vo'e  Dut the Con-
stitwiom and | ws of Maryland previde for the cxercise of
the el ctire fra.chise by regulations wuh whick I have no
right to interfere "

Gen. Schenck, the successor of Gen. Dix, was
not restrained by any such scruples’ He assumed
a right to impose on the people of Maryland a test
oath as a qualification prcliminary to the cxereise
of the elective franchise, and issued an order under
dato of Oatober 27, 1868, directing “all provost
marshals and other military officers commanding in
Maryland to support the judges of elections 8 the
4th of November, 1863, in requiring an oath of
{I/f’fy:'rlirfe tothe L'wied States as the test of eiti-
zenship of any one whose vote may be challenged
on the ground that he is not loyal, or does not ad-
mit his allegiance to the Upited States,” which
oath was in the following form and terms:

“ 1 do wolemaly swenr that T will support, protect, and
defend the Constitution and Government of the United
States agninet nil enemies, whether domestie or foreign ;
that | hereby pledge my allegiance, faith, and loyslty to
the sathe, suy ordiuance, resolution, or law of aoy S:ate
Convention ur Niate Legislsture to the contrary notwith
standing ; that T will st all timea yiell & hearty aod will-
ing obediencs to the smid Coustitution and Government,
aod will not, either direetly or indirectly, do any set in
hostility to the sawe, either by taking up sarms against
them, or aiding, abettiog, or countensaciog those in armes
against them ; that, witbout permission from the lawiul
autbority, I will have no eommumention, direet or indirect,
with the Statea in ipsurrection sgaiust the United Staten,
or with either of them, or with any person or persons
witbin said insurrectionary States ; and that I will in all
things deport wyeslf nsn good snd logal otizen of the
United states.  This I doin good faith, with full determ:
nation, pledge, and purpoese 1o Keep this, my sworn obli-
gntlon and without any mental reservation or evasion
whatsoever."” ¥ .

This oath, it will be seen, was entircly prospee-
tive in its operation snd effeot. Tt did not under-
take to disfranchise any body for his former acts,
still less fur his former opinions, yot, being pre-
geribed without legitimaté authority under the
Constitution and laws of Maryland, Gov. Bradford
very properly issued a proclamation to the judges
of election torbidding them to take any notice of
ten. Schenck’s “order,” and in an address “to
the People of Maryland, and more especially to the

y | judges of election,” he iostructed the latter as

Lave: which will be (quivalent to giving * Littie Mae'
toebnd o the Kepublican vole in Nuvewbor, This, f
vourne, won't do.  All say that even if McClellan should
gree o it ke enuld not expeot auy thivg bot ten times
tieirentmeut thsn he has ever had before just as soon
et (hie clection in over, or perhaps immedistely upon the
L biengn Convenuo.s nomiusung their eandidate, 1'be in-
Vool the counury, 10 8 y pothiug of bis own, make Lthe
eceptates of nny suech proposition as Mr. Blait's absurd,
Prpo-ierous, and 1 moght ssy erimipal.
“Ihe wbuYa inete uf the wotking of matters behind the
seenes jou wey tully rely apon. The vimt of Mr Blair,
sud uie Juterview with MeUlelian, I dave upon ns goud

uuthority as though Mr, Blair bad w ;
Pt o b Sty iy i ritigon them out or in-

DecrLing 18 CoTios GOUDY ~There hae ; a decline
of fruw tea to fifteen per cent in the prics of cotten goude
s compared with the quotations of & mopty and siz woeks
pgo.~Hosion Traveller,

follows :

“1 need not, 1 am sure, remind them of the terms of the
outh they are required to take before entering upon their
dnties, and worording to which they swear * to permit all
peraons to vote who shall offer to poll at the eleetion, &o.,
who in ther judgment shail, according to the directions
contained in the Constitution and laws, be entitled to poli
::::;‘am! r;ll_!ltnll. sud Dot permit auy person to poil st

I8 sleciion who is not |
vote & slerraid. tin their judgment qualified to

"1t is the ) dgment of the judges of election alons, found
ed npon the provisions of the Countituiion anG the laws of
tbe State, that must determime the right to vots of any

rson offering himeelf for that purpose. 1 trast sad be-
weve that they will form that jodgment nod discharge their
duty as their conscientious evnvictiona of ita requirements
under the sclemn obligations they assume shall diatate
undeterred by an order to provost marshals to report them
to * beadquariers.’"”

Itis in the presence of these principles and

preoedents that we are prepared 0 appreciste the
illegal and unconstitutional assumption of the late
Convention, when it not only preseribes an ocath
which, as the condition of suffrsge in Maryland, is
unknown to the existiog Constitution and laws,
but when that osth is of & nature and quality open
to the gravest exceptions on grounds of reason and
right. Not only is an oath preseribed by the Con-
vention, which had no right to prescribe any oath,
but the oath itself is made retroactive in its opera-
tions for the purpose of limiting the right of suf-
frage in 8 way as unreasonable as it is illegel. The
test oath prescribed by the Comvention is as fol-

lows :

“1 do ewear or affirm that T am & citizgen of the Uuited
Btates, thut I have never given any aid, countenanece, or
lupgorl to those in armed boetility to the United States,
that I bave pever expressed s dewire for the triumph of
said enemien ayer the arms of the United Siates, and that
I will bear trye fuith and silegiavce to the United Btates
aud support the Constitution and laws thereof as the eu
prems law of the laud, any law or ordinance of any Biate to
the contrary notwithstanding ; that I will in all respects de-
mean myself as & loyal citiz-n of the United Btates; that
I meke this oath or affirmation without any ressrvation or
evasion, and believe it to be bindiug on me."

In the election to be had on the  adoption or
rejection”” of the Constitution, it is ordered that
the vote shall be by bailot, and each ballot shall
describe thereon the words ¢ For the Constitu-
tion” or ¢ Against the Constitution,”” as the voter
may eleot, and it shall be conduocted in all respects
@ the general elections of the State are now con-
ducted, except that the judges of election shall
administer to every person offering to vote the
oath or affirmation above-mentioned, and should
any person offering to vote refuse or decline to take
said oath, “he shall not be permitted to vote at such
cleotion, but the taking of such oath or affirmation
shall not be deemed conclusive evidence of the
right of such person to vote.”” Aund in order to
make it impossible for the judes of election or
tho Governor of the State to exceute the existing
laws according to their oaths of office, the Conven-
tion further ordered that—

‘Tt shall ba the duty of the return judges of Baltimore,
and of the several counties of the State, having eounted the
voles given lor or agaipst the sdoption of this eoustitution,
to certify the result thereof in the manoer pow presceribed
by law, necompavied wilh & speeinl statement that every
person who has voied has taken the oath or affirmation pre-
scribed by 1this conatitwion; and the Goveinor, upon re-
caiving such rerulr, and nscertsining the aygregate vote
throughout the State, including the soldiers’ vote, heren-
after provided for, shall. by bis proclamation, make known
the sawe, and if & mejority of the votes cast shall be for
the adoption of this Conatitution it shall go ioto + fect on
the firse day of November, sighteen bundred and sixty-four.

“ And the Gorernor shall excluyde from count the votes of
any county or city the retwrn ju fu of which shall fatl 1o
certify in the returns, as prescribed by this scheduls, that all
persons who have voted have taken the oath prescribed to be
taken, uniess the Goveroor shall be sutisfied that such osth
was netuslly administered, and that the failure to make
the certificute hus been from inadvertence or wistuke,”

By this arrangement it will be seen that the
Governor and judges of electionsare made parties to
the violation of their sworn duties as prescribed
by the existiog Constitution and laws of Maryland.
If the judges shall perform their sworn duties, as
interpreted to them by Gov. Bradford in his pro-
test against the assumption of Gen. Schenck,
they will thereby only promote the cbjedt of the
men who devised this scheme, for votes so taken
aod returncd aocording to the existing Constitution
and laws-of Maryland would be cast out. If the:
judges shall submit to the assumption of this Con-
vention, (as they were warned not to do by Gov.
Bradford in the case of Gen. Schenck,) they will
violate their cath of office.as judges bound to obey
the cxisting Couostitution and laws of the State.
Such'is the dilemma in whioh the judges of elec-
tion and the Governor himsclf have been placed
by this artifice. :

And as it was foreseen by the dominant majori-
ty of the Convention that a Constitution thus fas-
tened on the necks of the people, in violation of
public law and of private right, was a Constitution
liable to be declared null and void by the Judiciary
of the State, they further provided that every per-
son holding any office of trust or profit under the
late Constitution, or under any law of the State,
and who shall be continued in «ffico under the new
Constitution, or utder any law of the State, shall,
within thirty doys after this Constitution shall
have gone into «ffect, take and subscribe an oath or
affirmation to support the new Constitution, and if

office shall by ipso facto vacant. Under this re-
gulation the Judges of the State, within thirty
days after the adoption of the new Constitution, |
and therefore before any question can be raised re-
specting the measures taken to procure its adoption,
will be either aworn to sapport the instrament or
their places will be vacated.

Now, we ask the candid reader whether any
gooed cause can be subscrved by such practices as
thesc? Does the cause of ccnstitutional liberty
require the perversion of the plainest and most
fundamental principles of constitutional justice ?
Docs the cause of freedom demand the violation
equally of private and of public right? If all
oz post facto laws are odious and uvjnst, what
shall be said of an ex post facto regulation which
npplies not to past deeds, or even words, but to
the eelf-confessed thoughts of any and every oitizen
in Margland? The citizen is subjected to dis-
franchisement not ouly for the opinions he may
now hold, but for those which he at any time has
held in the past, near or distant, and which he may
huve since disavowed and changed. An opinion,
& passing thought or sentiment, such as, on the
19th of April, 1861, was freely expressed by many
who now boast of their unconditional loyalty, and
have been rewarded accordingly, will forever dis-
franchise and disqualify them, unless g pardon
should be vouchsafed by a two-thirds vote of some
future Legislature,

Under this preseription of the Convention, men
for example, like the editors of the Baltimore
American cannct vote for the new Constitution
without committiog perjury ; for it is known that
that journal in the critical days which followed the
uptising of Baltimore against the authority of the
Government took sides with, the insurgent author-
ities and population of the city. It said on the
20th of April, 1861 :

dim]:: :Lm.hﬁltf‘ao;n.vctlagu::::::r :ml:::u‘ ?edn::t'hoorxi::
declared that the Northern troops shall not be passed
hrough our eity, and that declaration must now be
ported with determination, energy, snd unanimity. Thers
must be preparation, orgamgation, snd god counsel. To
oot g ooy oo T
::llu-'untlll: ::'ohibitwn :ﬁotnl. wrg wuwt k::;eu: :l;l:
away from our humes if possible. The facts stated elas-

where show what mensures have already besn t.ken to
seoure these ends.”

Since the power of the National Government
has been firmly established in Maryland, there ia no

journal which has more strongly proved its loy-

any such person shall fail to take said oath his |

ing in April, 1861, given “aid, countensnce, and
support to those in armed hostility to the United
Btates,” its editors must now submit to be disfean-
chised by the very Constitution whose adoption
they urge in their columns. :

We have recurred to this subject not because we
have any objection to any particular provision of
the projected Constitution. With our well-known
idess on the subjeot of slavery, no reader will sus-
pect us of any unwillingness to see oconstitutional
measures takes for the abolition of slavery by the
people of any State. Believing - that the institu-
tion in its best estate is provisional and transitory,
we hail every step which looks to its peaceful and
beneficent extinetion. But we are of those who
belicve that a good thing cannot be properly done
in @ bad way—that justice does mot take tribute
from iojustice, right from wrong, or truth from
error.

History ig full of examples in which arbitrary
power has sought to commend itself to popu-
lar favor by showing that it intends to sybstitute
the principles of popular liberty for oligarchic and
oppressive institutions, Thus Jsmes I1. endeavor-
ed to break through the restraints of the British
Constitution, or perhaps ullimately to establish the
Catholie religion’ in England, by proclaiming lib-
erty of conscience for all, against the established
Church. Austria at ono time urged measures ap-
parently liberal for the peasants againat the Galli-
cian nobles, and in such cases, as has been well
8uid by Dr. Lieber in reflecting on this devico of
usarpers, “ Governments are sure to find numerous
persous that do not look beyond the single mea-
sure, nor to the means by waioh it is oarried out ;
yet the legality and constitutionality ®f these
means are of great and frequently of greater im-
portance than the measure itself. Kven histori-
ans,” he adds, “are frequently captivated by the
apparently liberal character of a single measure,
forgetting that the dykes of an institutional Goy-
ernment once being broken through, the whole
country may soon be flooded by an irresistible tide
of arbitrary power.”

Against all such seduotlive influences the intel-
ligent patriot is therefore called to be on his guard,
and to stand up firmly for the right, whether regard
he had to ends or to means, and never directly or
indirectly to give his sanction to the odious
doctrine that good ends sanctify unrighteous
means.

WATCHWORDS FOR PATRIOTS.
Selected from Gen. McClellan’s Writings.

The trus issue for which we are fighting is the preser-
vation of the Union‘and upholding the laws of the General
Government, — Instructions to Gen. Burnside, Jan 7, 1862,

‘We are fighting solely for tne integrity of the Union, to
uphold the power ol our National Guvernment, and to re-
store to the nation the blessings of peace and good order.
Iustructions to Gen Halleck, November 11, 1861,

You will pleass constantly to bear in mind the present
issue for which we sre fighting ; that issue is the preser-
vation of the Union and the restoration of full authority of
the General Government over all portions of our territory.
Instructions to Gen. Buell, November 7, 1861.

—_—

We shall most readily supprees this rebellion and re-
store the authority of the Government by religiously re-
apecting the eonst.tutionsl rights of all —Imstructions to
Gen, Buell, November 7, 1861.

Be careful so to trest the uparmed inbabitants as to
contraet, not widen, the breach existing between us and
the rebels. — Instructions to Gen Buell, November 13, 1861,

«I bave nlways found that it is the tendency of subordi-
nates to make vexatious arrests on mere suspicion.— In-
structions to Gen. Buell, November 12, 1861. .

Bay aa little as possible about politics or the negro.—In-
structions to Gen. Burnside, January 7, 1862,

The unily of the nation, the praservation of our institu-
tions, are 8o dear to me that I have willingly saerificed my
private happiness with the siogle object of doing my duty
to my country.— Letter to Secretary Cameron, October, 1861.

Whatever the datermination of the Government may be,
I will do the best I can with the Army of the Potomao,
sud will ehara its fate, whatever may be the task imposed
upon me.— Letter to Secretary Cameron, October, 1861,

persons, territorial orgarization of ntates, nor foicible
abolition of slavery, should be contemplated for & mo-
ment.— Letter to President Lincoln, July 7, 1862,

In prosecuting this war, all piivats property and un.
armed perrons should be stiictly protected, subject to the
necesity of military operations.—Letter to the President,
July 7, 1862,

Military arrests should not be tolerated, except in places
where active hostilities exist; aud oaths, not required by
enuctments constitutionally made, should be neither de-
maud.d nor recsived. —Letier to the President, July 7, 1862,

A declaration of radieal viewa, especially upon slavery,
will rapidly disiategrate our present armies —Lolter to
the President, July 7, 1862, ry

If it is not deemed best to entrust we with the com-
mand even of my own army, I simply ask to share their
tate on the field of batile.—Despatch to 'General Halleck,
August 30, 15862,

By puraning the political eourse I have always advised
it is poseible to bring sbout a permaoent restoration of the
Uniom—a reunion by which the rights of both sections
shall be preserved, sud by which both partieq shall pre-
sarve their self-respect, while they reapect each other.—
Gen McClellan's Report,

Ta the arrsngement and conduct of eampaigns the diree-
tion whould be left to profeseional soldiers.—Gen. McClel-
lan's Report,

I am devoutly grateful to God that my last campaign
was crowned with a vietory which saved the nation from
the greatest peril it bad then undergone.— Gien. McClol-
lan's Report,

At such a time ss this, and in such a struggle, political
partisanship should be merged in a true and brave patriot-
ism, which thinka ouly of the good of the whole country.
Gen. McClellan's West Point Oration.,

l-'l;llﬁl'.DOI OF THE PREsS!

From the Baltimore American of Saturday.

Msjor Gen. Wallnee, commanding this Department,
yesterday suppressed the publioation of & paper called the
Evening Post, The following in & eopy of the order :

HeanquarTERS MiDDLE DEPARTMENT,
Eighth Army Corps, September 30, 1264,

EDITORS OF BVENING FOST: An the wurest wesns of
preventing your office being made the subject of violence,
you will discuntious the pubiication of your paper, the
Evening Post.

By order of Major Gen. WALLACE :

OLiver MATTHEWS, Capt. and A A, G.

A merchant in Boston, named Conant, who failed in
1861 for §75,000, paid off his creditors last Saturday, both
principal and interest.

There is no truth in the report that Minister Adame is
about to retire from his diplomatic position in London.

alty” than the Boltimote Ameriss, and yob, forbay:

Neithar confiscation of property, politieal executions of | pO

ABTATH 5 KATMVIWD. ®
A BIBLICAL /
It may be within the memory of some of our
readers that s week or two ago we offered some
reflections om certain * views” put forth by the
Boston Recorder, professedly g religious paper, in
warning sagaiost the “danger ” (to which it be-
lieves the American people are exposed * from
solfish desires for peace ””) of being “ tou ready to
take the Divine prerogative of forgiveness into our
own hand, as if we were more merciful than God,
and pardon those dreadful offenders whom He in
mercy to posterity has delivered to us to punish
and destroy.” In support of this comfortable
theory of civil duty the Recorder cited, s a *les-
son which American Christians should not forget
at such a crisis as this,” the example of Saul, who,
having been commanded by the voice of the Lord,
speaking through SBamuel, the prophet, to “go and
smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they
have, and spare them not, but slay both man and
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel
and ass,” had been “rejected from being king
over Isracl,” because he took Agsg, the king of
the Amalekites, alive, instead of killing him, and
because he allowed the soldiers of the Jewish army
to ‘‘spare the best of the sheep and oxen,” under
the pretence of reserving them for ¢ sacrifice unto
the Lord,” instead of destroying them utterly, c-
ocording to the literal terms of the commission he
had received from the Almighty. ;
We ventured very deferentially to intimate to
the editors of the Recorder, that, ag this terrible
decree in the case of Amalek came directly from
Heaven and was supernaturally communicated to
the anointed interpreters of the Divine counsels—
as without this dircct mandate from the Judge of
all the earth no such war of utter extermination
would have been known as an imperative daty—it
was to be presumed that the Boston Recorder was
equally inspired with Samuel the prophet when it
thus undertook to utter its admonitions to the Gov-
ernment and people of the United States against the
great gin and wickedners of daring to ““take the di-
vine prerogative of forgiveness into our hands, as if
we were more merciful than God.” And we added
the exprestion of our hope that it would conde-
scend to inform us at whose hands it received the
prophetic consccration in virtue of which it thus
assumed a right to “deal damnation round the
land,” as “without such divine anthority its lan-
guage must seem to pious minds little better than
blssphemy.”
In its weekly number of Friday last the Re-
corder taxes us with attempting “a ‘ferocious as-
sault” on its theory of religicus duty at this crisis,
but expresses the opinion that our assault “ fails of
all force” becaunse we have wholly mistaken its in-
tent and its langnage. We should be very glad,
for the sake of the Recorder, to think so, though
we should exceedingly regret, for our own sake,
that we had been so unfortanate as not properly to
apprebend its intent or interpretits language. But,
on cither supposition, we take pleasure in placing
before our readcrs the explanation which our re-
ligious contemporary gives of its Scriptare prece-
dents. After reciting a portion of the language it
had used, it says:
“ Agnin we ask, wera not the cases of Saul and Joash
intesded to have any influence upon us snd upon rulers in
these lnst timea? Were they not recorded ns warnings
against certain dangers, though not as exsmples for our
literal nud blind invitation? Are we, upon pain of being
called ‘ bloody-minded,’ and of bejng secused of arrogat-
ing to ourselves ‘ prophetic conseoration ’ to make po use
of Old Testament examples, of which the Apostle says :
*Now all these things bappeoed unto them for examples,

and they are written for our admonition upon whom the
ends of the world are come?'"

If the respeoted editors of the Recorder will
recur to the observations on which they animadvert
with so much sensibility they will find that we at-
tempted to lay mo restriction on their citation of
Old Testament examples, though we expressed
some curiosity to know by what internal illumins-
tion they were able to decide that only examples
of a partioular class were appropriate to our present
situation. To_this effect we wrote :

“ An the Recorder says this example of Jonsh is, equal'y
with the case ol 8aul, & ‘lesson which American Christians
should not neglect at such s erisis as this," we beg respect-
fully to nek when and where it received the spirit and
wer of Klishs, in virtue of which it assumes to pronounee
that this precedent is appropriate to our times and land ?
For we presume the editors of the Recorder are sufficient-
Iy familiar with their Bibles to know tbat on another oe-
easion, whan the Byrians, while devastating Palestine, wers
completely delivered into the bands of the King of Iarael,
and when the King was anxious to smite them, the pro-
phet answered, * thou shalt not smite them,' and command-
ed to “set bread and water before them, that they may eat
and drink, and go to their master.” And it in written that
the King of lsrael * preparod great provigion for them ; and
when they had eaten and drunk, be sent them, and they
went to their master.' ‘8o the bands of Byria,’' adda the
sacred chronicler, ‘ eame no more to the land of Tsrael’
Will the Recorder be gnod envugh to inform us by what
superior illumination 1t has* cowe to know that this Ol4
Testament precedent (in which the prophet, it would
seem, lent some countenance to the ‘divine attribute of
furgiveness’ even when exercised by men) is not profith
able for doctrine, for reprouf, for correetion, or for instrue-
tion in righteousness at the presest time 7"

We regret that on these points the Recorder
vouchsafes us no inf rmation whatever.

As our sole object in referring to the observa-
tions of the Recorder was to put in an humble plea
for one of the Divine attributes which our contem-
porary thinks it would be a great sin and wicked-
ness for Amerioan Christians to imitate, we beg to
refer the editors of the Recorder to another Old
Testament precedent which they seem to have over-
looked. 1Tt is recorded in the 28th chapter of the
Second Book of Chronicles, and is as follows. (We

quote from the 8th to the 10th verses, inclusive :)

“And the ehildren of Iarsel oarried away ocaptive of
their brethren two hundred thousand, women, sons, and

dnughters, nod took also away much spoil from them, and

brought the spoil 10 Samaria.

*“ But a prophet of the Lord was thers, whose nime was

Oded ; and he went out before the host that came to Sa-

maria, and said unto them, Behold, because the Lord God

of your fathers was wroth with Judah he hath delivered,
them into your band, and ye have slain them in a rage that

reachsth up unto heaven,

“ And now ye purpose to keep under tha children of
Judah and Jerueslem for bondmen and bondwomen unto

- | you ; but are there not with you, even with you, sins against

the Lord your God 7"

Now, we humbly submit to the better judgment
of the editors of the Recorder that without any
such internal illumination as they may possecss, it
strikes us that there are some persons, calling
themselves Christians, who might very profitably
take a lesson from this page in the Old Testament
records. The sins of the South, like those of
ancient Judah, have justly provoked the- anger
of the Almighty, but we venture to intimate to
the Recorder that there is some danger lest, while
conoeiving ourselves the instruments of heaven
to execute the Divine decrees on a guilty race,
we may become transmuted into the agents

of our own wselfish and revengeful passions—
slaying the victims of the law “in a rage that

"
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sad power of Oded, and ery aloud in the streets,
“are there not with yow, even with you, sins
ageinst the Lord your God 7’ We venture to ex-
press the opinion that the steadfast patriot who is
ever on guard sgeinst the evil passions which
would corrupt his patriotism into “ rage,” is & man
whose loyalty will last longer and go further than
that of the malignant philanthropist who is afrsid
of being ¢ too ready to take the Divine prerogative
of forgiveness in his own hands.”

Oa another point of our oriticism the Recorder
8ays :

“Again, the Tntallj A ite mi i
mﬂ;&l::' 5 i::um- n drawing ite nics distinotions,
slaughter of all the iuhabitants of th because
anid that God in his merey to po‘:taﬁ;&uz'lmud h::

Does

these dreadful criminals to punish and h“i the
Intelligencer then affirm that all inhabi;
Bouth belong to the numbar of. ¢ tha::zmdml ok ﬁt.'

We only said that God had delivered the dresdful criminals
to us to punish and destroy No man in his sensss could
suppoee ua to think that all, or very many at the South
were ‘ these dreadful criminals,’ but all would see that we
r_puk'a of the leaders and inveterate abettors of the rebel-
ion."

The Recorder having cited the example of Saul
in the case of Amalek as ‘‘ a lesson which Amerioan
Christians should not neglect at such & orisis as
this,”” ard as the guilt of Saul consisted in not ut-
terly exterminating that devoted people, it occur-
red to us that our contemporary’s precepts might
possibly be as comprehensive as its illustrative ex-
amples. <And on what principle, we ask, does the
Recorder sssume the right, after having cited the
case of Saul, to limit the application of that
cxample to “ the leaders and inveterate abettors of
the rebellion 7’ Ts not our contemporary, by thus
weakening the fotce of its own chosen illustra-
tion, in sime danger of repeating the impiety of
Baul who recoiled from the literal fulfillment of
the Divine decrees 7 ;

As the Recorder espouses the cause of Mr.
Lincola against the candidacy of Gen. MoClellan,
acd, while awarding to the latter just praise for
“ocoursgs and Christian principle,” regrots that
he did. not wholly resounce the Chicago nomina-
tion, we weuld respectfully invite the attention of
its editors to such portions of the Hebrew chroni-
cles as show the intimate connexion between the
character of the Jowish monarch at any given
time and the blessing of Heaven. And if there
be any “lesson” in such Listorieal testimomies
for the instruction and admonition of Ameriean
Chrigtians “in the present crisis,” perhaps it
will apprize us of the considerations in virtue of
which it rejects the candidaoy of Gen. MoClellan
(who is reputed to Le an humble Christian, as
well by practice as profession) in favor of Mr. Lin-
coln, who, whatever may be the amiable traits of
his personal character, makes no pretensions, we
believe, to a practical experience of Christisnity.
But, cven if the Recorder may think that in mo-
dern times there is no use for Christianity in the
Presidential chair, it should not, we huwbly cen-
ceive, undertake to throw the entire weight of the
Old Testament against the candidacy of Gen. Me-
Clellan, who, we take it, is supported by many
persons quite as intelligent and conscientious as
the editors of the Boston journal; and such per-
sons, we may add, are not likely to be deterred from
his support by the vaticinations of any pro-
phets who sufliciently show by their onesided
specch that, like their prototypes in the days of
Jeremiah, they ¢ prophesy after the deceit of their .
owa hearts.”

On the whole, we hope the Recorder, after re-
flection, will perecive that it has attempted mat-
ters too high for it. And we think it-
will admit that the editors of religious jour-
nals, in favoring one political party at the ex-
pense of another, are in some “danger” of
“handling the word of God. deceitfully” whea
they flippantly press its awful sanctions into
the servioe® of their own preconceived notions
of policy. The alabaster box filled with the oint-
ment of precious apikenard may be piously broken
in homage to the Master, but when it reeks with
the odors of political prejudice and the fames of
human passion we doubt whether it affords an ac-
ceptable savor. We read in the Apocalypse of
“ yials of wrath,” but they are held in the hands
of angels, not of men. Weread also of the “golden
vials, full of odors, which are the prayers of saints,”
not the curses of saints. The thunderbolts of the Al-
mighty are too heavy fur men to lift, much less to
wield wich grace and skill. Even among “the
heathen it was considered presumptuous to
mimie the thunders of Jupiter, and to this day
Salmoneus lives in the old classic mythology
to point a moral against the greater temerity of
those who think by the mutterings of their own
sectional and political passions to simulate the fal-
minations of Jehovah,

Demens ! qui mimbos et non imitabile fulmen,
JEre ot cornipedum pulsu simularat equorum.

THE GEORGIA MILITIA.

The proclamntion of Governor Brown, whick we pub-
lished & day or two ago, withdrawing the militia of the
State of Georgis from the army of Gen. Hood, does mot
meat with the approval of the newspapers, some of whioh,
at leant, are ridiculing tha Governor for its promulgation.
The Chattanooga Rebel (now published at Griffin, Goor-
gin,) saya:

“We onee heard a drunken roldier shout,* What is
feseedom withont hberty, and what is libarty without inde-
pendence?’ Brown says, what is independence without
mrrhun;. and how is sorghum to bo saved without the
mellish 1"

And agan: “ We have heard of men *saving their ba-
eon by getting out of & fight, but Governor Brown has
called his militia from the front to wave their sorghum.
I'his flank movement on eorghum is certainly a ‘sweet-
ner,""”

In another place, *“Jobn Happy,”" (Capt. Roberts, one
of tho editors,) gets off the following :

SORGHUM SIRUP AND THE MILITIA.

Tumnltuons horror brooded o ‘er the van,

Presnging wr th to Georgia and to man,

t b Heaven! crled Jos, we must our sorghum tava,

Is thers no hand on b fi to sava the brave 7 ;
What, though on aweaps these Iunl; plains,
Wint's liberty to us if bum yet r-maing i

By that sweet nams we onr knives on high,

And swear to reap it while we live, and sack it as we die;

geveReLY PERFORATED—The U. 8. sloop of wur
Brooklyn, which arrived at Charlestown (Mnes. ) Inst week

and 1,200 pounds of irou shot and shell burled in her
deckas. : .

A 8an Francisco despatch of the roishen
hwm”;llmnf news. "!‘rond'n? “M“.
:ﬁ.l.nnunmmmll Sinalos, with fine

2

of advocating the indiscriminate sud oruel

from Mobile, has 50 shots in her sides, 73 in other parts, «
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